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CUBA'S GOT TALENT

A US. talent agency hopes to become the first American
company to recruit Cubans on a large scale’ in decades

Cuba, the largest island in the Carnibbean
& ripe with the talented artists Jonathan
Blue is looking for

For that many peopl with that
education level and literacy rate, we
think it will be 2 hotbed for talent,” said
Blue, head aof Loukville, Ky. -based talent
company Blue Entertainment Spart
or “t‘ "‘.

talent trom athletes to media personalities

lelevision which represents
Among its clients: Detensive tackle Law-
rence Guy of the New England Patriots,
CNN sports anchar Andy Schales, and
Chiyton Morris of Fax News

Now, the company that represents
close 1o 250 US. chents wants to focus on
takent in Cuba, from media personalities to
musicians.“ There's wonderful people down
there," savs Blue “Very talented and cre
ative peaple, despite the years of turmoil ”

Blue, who & also chairman and man
aging director of imvestment firm Blue
Equity, recently signed a contract to hnd

takent on the sland with Pedro Rodriguez,

38 Cusa

By Suzette Laboy

2 Cuban entreprencur licensed by the
Cuban government. Approval & pend-
ing on the U.S sile from the Treasury
Department’s Othce of Foreign Assets
Control, which enfarces economic and
trade sanction

Once approwed, it coukd mark the first
time an American company has partnered
with Cuba to recruit talent since the Cu
ban revalution in 1959.“We are hoping to
bring talent to the ULS. as well as to bring
LS talent 10 Cuba, which isn't being done
on a large scale,” Blue said

Cuban entertainers, artists, and
athletes can already trawel to the US
with 2 special visa. What makes this deal
umique is that it brings the “formalized
structure of 2 recruiting iirm,” said Andrew
Ouzo, executive director of the Cuba
Study Group, 2 nonpm it that focuses on
entreprencurs hip and other issues in Cuba
“To my knowledge, theres no other U.S
recruiting firm looking for that type of
takent in Cuba

Blue will ako be rding a global wave

of fascination for all things Cuban. “When

I travel | see Cuban stuff all over the
place, from Londan to New York,” said
Leshe Pantin,a Miami adwrtising and

public relations executive who produces

the annual three-day Cuba Nostalgu show
“Its a bar it's 2 nightchub, it's music, it’s an
everywhere," he says “This leneruinment
wanikl reach a2 receptive audience.”

Ako an avid Cuban art callector, Blue
has been traveling to Cuba for years and
hoped 1o expand his business there after
Pressdent Obama announced plans to
improwe relations with the island in 2014
Bilateral ties still operatse under rules set
in motion by the Obama administration,
which allows U S businesses to impon
same goods and services from privake en-
treprencurs and for Americans to travel to
Cuba. lf President Daonald Trump decides
to revoke these policies, that could change
the equation far Blue

In the meantime, Blue and hx pan-
ners are “actively looking ™ for talent as they
wait for ULS. approval, expected this year
“It's not an industry down there,” he says
"We are trying ta be piancers and hope-

fully it wall bade well for us and them.” *
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